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When buying
Toy Soldiers see that they

are W. Britain



Glossary
  You will notice two distinctly different types of figures in 
our catalogues, gloss finish and matte finish. The matte 
figures are 56/58mm-1/30 scale and are painted in a hyper-
realistic style with shading and highlighting, all with a matte 
finish for an added touch of realism. The glossy figures are 
a true 54mm figure and are painted in the classic style with 
simple, neat painting finished in a high gloss lacquer.
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Welcome to our 2014 Fall Collection of W. Britain model 
soldiers. We have been very busy adding to our existing lines 
and already researching and planning for our releases in 2015. 
 The process of research and design often opens doors to new ideas 
for future products and is one of the most important steps in the creative 
process. The list of possibilities is often much larger than we could ever 

develop at any one time and editing down to a quarterly release 
can be very difficult indeed. 

 The next step in the process brings our ideas much closer 
to reality with our creative team of sculptors, painters 

and model makers working very closely together to 
develop single figures and sets covering a wide 
range of history. Each new figure advances a 

story, fills a gap or begins a new collection. 
Often larger releases and complex sets may be in development 
for several months prior to release, getting the details right and 

making last minute adjustments.
 This particular catalog features additions to several of our most popular 
ranges including Clash of Empires, American Civil War, the Anglo-Zulu War 

and WWI. Many more important additions for all of our ranges will be revealed 
before the end of 2014 with our Winter catalog, but for now please read on!
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  16015  
British Royal Artillery 6 Pound 

Gun with 4 Man Crew
5 Piece Set

 From the modern perspective, it is easy to look back and think of the military of the eighteenth century as being quaint, but 
that does them a great disservice. Then, as now, armies were complex instruments using the newest technologies of the time. 
  During the latter part of the 18th century, advances in metallurgy and carriage design resulted in lighter field guns with the 
standard British Royal Artillery light 6-pounder with a bore of 3.67 inches and light 5.5 inch howitzer weighing around 1,700 
lbs. The British Royal Artillery 6-pounder became one of the most widely deployed battalion guns from the wilderness of North 
America to the tropics of the Caribbean, the African coast, India, and the Philippines. They were also deployed in Germany, 
Portugal, and raided the French coast.
 Smoothbore 6-pounders fired two main types of projectiles: roundshot and case shot (canister). Roundshot was a solid iron 
sphere hammered into shape while still hot from the mold. It was the most important and numerous projectile in service and 
composed approximately 70-80% of ammunition used in the field. 
 The trajectory of roundshot was fairly flat and was used to destroy structures, men and horses.  Leaving the gun muzzle, 
the shot dropped steadily until it hit the ground, ricocheted and then continued grazing the ground and traveling further. 
Throughout most of its flight, the shot was below height of a man, skimming, grazing and bouncing until energy was spent. A 
6-pounder roundshot could cut through nineteen men or penetrate seven feet of compacted earth and was effective against 
targets as close as 250 yards and out to 1,100 yards or more. 
 Case shot was the second most used ammunition and was essentially an ammunition designed for use against men and 
animals - infantry and cavalry. Case shot was originally classified as a variety of grape shot. In the eighteenth century, grape 
shot was a general term embracing all forms of artillery ammunition made up of small shot. A tin can was filled with small iron 
balls each weighing 1.5 ounces and then sealed with a wooden bottom. Upon firing, the tin can burst and the wooden bottom 
disintegrated making the 6-pounder into a very effective anti-personal weapon with an effective range up to 500 yards.

CLASH OF EMPIRES matte finish



31229  
“Charge” - Confederate Infantry 

Advancing with Bayonet & Confederate 
Attacking with Bayonet

2 Piece Set

 ‘The Rebel yell’ was one of the most effective 
psychological tools used by the Confederate 
army during the American Civil War. It was first 
heard during the First Battle of Manassas when 
Stonewall Jackson’s troops were ordered to “yell 
like furies,” during a bayonet charge assaulting 
Henry House Hill. It was heard again and again at 
every battle during the bloody fighting that raged 
for four years.
 The shrill ringing scream is said to have had 
ancient Celtic origins. A decade before the war 
almost three-quarters of the population from 
Virginia to Texas was probably of Scotch-Irish 
decent. Anecdotes from former Union Soldiers 
commented that “if you claim you heard it and 
weren’t scared that means you never heard it.”
 You can almost hear the Rebel yells when you 
look at our newest additions to our ever growing 
collection of American Civil War figures.
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AMERICAN CIVIL WAR matte finish

31149  
“At the Double Quick” 

Confederate Charging Set
2 Piece Set
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AMERICAN CIVIL WAR matte finish

31238  
Confederate Infantry 
Standing Firing No.3

1 Piece Set in Clamshell Pack

31242  
Confederate Infantry Defending No.3

1 Piece Set in Clamshell Pack

31241  
“Company Losses” - Confederate 

Casualty Laying on Back & Confederate 
Casualty Laying on Right Side

2 Piece Set

31240  
“Huzza For the Company” - Confederate 

Infantry Marching Set
2 Piece Set



6

AMERICAN CIVIL WAR matte finish

 When the Ordnance Board revised the artillery system for 1861, several new patterns emerged including the 8-inch and 
10-inch Siege Mortars and the 13-inch Seacoast Mortar. The 8-inch and 10-inch Siege Mortars had maximum ranges of 
2,225 and 2,064 yards, respectively, and the 13-inch Seacoast Mortar had a maximum range of 4,300 yards, but their 
effective ranges were much shorter. These mortars saw action in many different theaters in the American Civil War and 
were used by both the Army and the Navy.
 While guns were intended to batter down the walls of a fortification during a siege, mortars were designed to fire 
explosive shells over the walls of the fortification in a high arcing trajectory, destroying construction and personnel, killing 
the men inside, forcing others to stay in bombproof shelters, or preventing the gunners from serving their guns and 
repairing damage caused by the bombardment. Mortars could also destroy structures inside the fortifications which would 
normally stay unharmed from standard guns. Heavier mortar shells could also penetrate magazines and many bombproof 
shelters. They could also be used for fire suppression against hostile siege batteries. Seacoast Mortars could penetrate the 
decks of wooden ships and even threaten the deck plating of ironclad vessels.
 One of the most famous guns of the war was the well photographed 13-inch “Dictator,” which fired 227 pound 
mortar shells from a railroad platform propelled by 20 pounds of powder into the Confederate lines during the siege of 
Petersburg.
 The official records also site that 13-inch mortars participated in the capture of Island No.10, the reduction of Fort 
Pulaski, and the actions against Fort Jackson, Fort Saint Philip, Fort Pillow, Fort Pemberton, Battery Wagner and Fort 
Sumter. The 13-inch mortars were also used in both naval and land based batteries during the siege of Vicksburg and 
General McClellan placed seven 13-inch mortars in Battery #4 at Yorktown.

31134  
American Civil War 13 Inch Mortar 

and 4 Man Crew
5 Piece Set and Accessories 

Limited Edition of 500 Sets
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31230  
Federal Infantry Corporal Standing Firing 

1 Piece Set in Clamshell Pack

31233  
“Down and Out” - Federal Infantry 
Wounded on Ground & Casualty 

Falling Backward
2 Piece Set and Accessories

31239  
Federal Infantry Kneeling 
Reaching for Cartridge

1 Piece Set in Clamshell Pack

31234  
“Costly Ground” - Federal 
Infantry Dead Face Down 

& Dead on Right Side
2 Piece Set



WAR ALONG THE NILE matte finish
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27058  
British 42nd Highlander Casualty on Back

1 Piece Set in Window Box

27061  
British Naval Brigade Sailor Standing 

Defending with Bayonet
1 Piece Set

27060  
British Naval Brigade Sailor 

Kneeling Loading
1 Piece Set

27059  
British 42nd Highlander Officer 

Firing Pistol
1 Piece Set in Window Box

27062  
British 42nd Highlander Kneeling Firing

1 Piece Set in Window Box

27021  
“Close Call” - British Naval Brigade 

Officer Defending Royal Navy 
Wounded - Abu Klea, 1885

2 Piece Set
Limited Edition of 400 Sets



ZULU WAR matte finish

�

20158  
Zulu Warrior Getting Up to Run
1 Piece Set in Clamshell Pack

20154  
Zulu Warrior Beating Shield with Spear

1 Piece Set in Clamshell Pack

20153  
Zulu Warrior Advancing with 

Rifle At Trail
1 Piece Set in Clamshell Pack

20159  
Zulu Warrior Casualty Falling 

Backwards No.1
1 Piece Set in Clamshell Pack



ZULU WAR matte finish
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20151  
“Search For Ammo” - Zulu Warrior Looting 

Ammo From a Dead British 24th Foot Soldier
2 Piece Set

Limited to 300 Sets
- MAGPIE EXCLUSIVE -

To order, please call 00 44 (0)1386 41631 or 
email magpie2500@aol.com
www.magpieantiques.co.uk

20152  
“The Trophy” - Zulu Warrior Holding 

Martini-Henry Above Head 
1 Piece Set

Limited to 350 Sets
- MAGPIE EXCLUSIVE -

To order, please call 00 44 (0)1386 41631 
or email magpie2500@aol.com

www.magpieantiques.co.uk

20156  
British 24th Foot Seated Wounded 

with Hand on Head
2 Piece Set

20155  
“More Ammo!” - British 24th Foot in 

Glengerry Standing Firing and British 24th 
Foot Opening Ammo Box

2 Piece Set



 The Ordnance QF 13-pounder quick-firing field gun was the standard equipment of the British Royal 
Horse Artillery at the outbreak of World War I. The gun was developed as a response to combat experience 
gained in the Boer War and entered service in 1904.
 The 13-pounder was intended as a rapid-firing and highly-mobile, yet reasonably powerful field gun for 
Royal Horse Artillery batteries attached to Cavalry divisions which were expected to be engaged in mobile 
open warfare.
By late 1914, however, the Western Front settled into trench warfare and the 13-pounder was found 
to be too light to be truly effective against prepared defensive positions. As a result, it was increasingly 
supplanted by the 18-pounder.
 The first British artillery round on the Western Front in World War I was fired by No. 4 gun of Battery “E”  
Royal Horse Artillery on August 22, 1914, northeast of Harmignies in Belgium.
 The 13-pounder was also used to great effect by Battery “L” Royal Horse Artillery in its famous defensive 
action on September 1, 1914 at Néry, France, for which three Victoria Crosses were awarded.

WORLD WAR I matte finish
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23078  
1�14 British 13 Pound Gun RHA with Five Man Crew

7 Piece Set

Limited Edition to 500 Sets



WORLD WAR I matte finish
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23073  
“Move Up” – 1�16-1� British 

Infantry Officer Kneeling and British 
Infantry Preparing to Spring Up

2 Piece Set

23075  
1�16-18 British Infantry Officer 

Standing with Walking Stick
1 Piece Set in Clamshell Pack

23081  
“Prisoners and Wounded to The Rear” 

- British Infantry Wounded with Cigarette 
& German Prisoner with A Light

2 Piece Set

23077  
1�16-1� British Infantry 

Marching No.1
1 Piece Set in Clamshell Pack

23085  
1�16-1� British Infantry Pushing 

Bicycle No.1
2 Piece Set

23087  
1�16-18 German Infantry Officer Standing 

with Hands Clasped in Front
1 Piece Set in Clamshell Pack



23083  
1�16-18 German 1�0 cm Minenwerfer 

with Three Infantry
4 Piece Set and Accessories

 The 17 cm Mittlerer Minenwerfer (17 cm mMW) was developed by Rheinmetall and entered German service in 1913. 
It was a muzzle-loading, rifled mortar weighing 1,065 lbs (483 kg) that had a standard hydro-spring recoil system 
designed for destroying bunkers and field fortifications otherwise immune to normal artillery.  
 It fired 110 lb (50 kg) HE shells, which contained far more explosive filler than ordinary artillery shells of the same 
caliber. The low muzzle velocity allowed for thinner shell walls, hence more space for filler. Furthermore, the low 
velocity allowed for the use of explosives like Ammonium Nitrate-Carbon that were less shock-resistant than TNT, which 
was in short supply. This caused a large number of premature detonations that made crewing the Minenwerfer riskier 
than normal artillery pieces.
 In action, the 17 cm Mittlerer Minenwerfer was placed in a pit, after its wheels were removed, not less than 1.5 
meters deep to protect it and its crew. Despite its extremely short effective range of 300 m (325 yards), this mortar 
proved to be very effective at destroying enemy bunkers and other strong points. With the nature of static warfare on 
the western front, the number of mortars grew from 116 in service when the war broke out in 1914 to some 2,361 by 
the end of the war in 1918.

WORLD WAR I matte finish
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 Though there was no official truce, roughly 100,000 British and 
German troops were involved in unofficial cessations of fighting along the 
length of the Western Front during Christmas of 1914.
 In the early months of static trench warfare during World War I, 
opposing infantry units in close proximity to each other often developed an 
attitude of “live and let live.”  In some cases, overtly aggressive behavior 
ceased and troops participated in small-scale fraternization, engaging in 
conversation or bartering for cigarettes.
 Through the week leading up to Christmas 1914, this behavior 

became even more widespread. On Christmas Eve, German troops began 
decorating their trenches with candles and putting up Christmas trees, and when 

the German troops began singing Christmas carols, the British responded by singing carols of their own. 
The two sides continued by shouting Christmas greetings back and forth between the lines and in many 
sectors the two sides agreed to and an unofficial truce. 
 On Christmas Day, many soldiers from trenches on both sides independently ventured into “no man’s 
land,” where they mingled and exchanged small gifts such as food, tobacco and alcohol. The truce also 
allowed a breathing spell where recently killed soldiers could be brought back behind their lines by burial 
parties and in some cases joint services were held
 Troops from both sides were also friendly enough to play games of football with one another. First-hand 
accounts of these “friendly games” are recorded by several units including the Rifle Brigade, the Argyll 
and Sutherland Highlanders, the Royal Field Artillery and The Lancashire Fusiliers.

WORLD WAR I matte finish
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Christmas 1914



23086  
“Look At Him Go” - 1�14 
Christmas Truce Set No.2

3 Piece Set

23079  
1�16-18 German Casualty No.1
1 Piece Set in Clamshell Pack

23080  
1�16-18 German Infantry Walking 

Wounded No.1
1 Piece Set in Clamshell Pack

23089  
1�16-18 German Infantry 

Advancing with Ammo Box No.1
1 Piece Set

WORLD WAR I matte finish
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23088  
“A Friendly Game” - 1�14 Christmas 
Truce Soccer Set No.1, No Man’s Land 

Soccer Match 
3 Piece Set
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For more information on any of our products, please use the contact information below: 

FIRST GEAR®,    W. , W. Britain,              ,and                  are registered trademarks of First Gear, Inc., Peosta, Iowa.

www.wbritain.com

From the United States, Canada, Australia,
Central and South America contact:

First Gear / W. Britain Consumer Services Dept. 
P.O. Box 52  •  Peosta, Iowa 52068-0052

Toll Free(USA): (888) 771-5576 or (563) 582-2071(ext.1)  
•  Fax: (563) 582-2415 or (563) 690-1247

Email: wbinfo@wbritain.com

From the UK, Ireland and
Continental Europe contact:

W. Britain c/o Bachmann Europe Plc.
Unit 13 Moat Way • Barwell • Leicestershire, LE9 8EY

Tel: (0) 1455 841756  •  Fax: (0) 1455 848963
www.bachmann.co.uk

If you like our figures, then why not join the
2014 WilliamBritain Collectors Club

Please visit our club website at:
www.wbritaincollectorsclub.com

A sneek peek from our next catalog


